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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE GILCHRIST COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HELD JANUARY 22,2013

The Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners, in and for Gilchrist County, Florid4
convened in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, January 22, 2013, at 3:00 p.m., in the Board of
County Commissioners Meeting Facility, located at 210 South Main Street, Trenton, Florida,
with the following members' present to-wit:

District I Commksioner Sharon A. Langlford, Chairman
District II Commissioner D. Ray Harrison, Jr., Vice Chairman
District III Commissioner Todd Gray
Dktrict IV Commissioner John Rance Thomos
Dislrict V Commissioner Kenrick Thomas

Otherc in Attendance

Todd Newton, Clerk of Court; Jacki Johnson, Finance Director; Patty McCagh, Board
Secretary/Deputy Clerk; John K. McPherson, County Attomey; Bobby Crosby, County
Administrator; Teni Williams, Administrative Assistant; John Ayers, Gilchrist County Joumal;
Billy Cannon, Road Department Superintendent; David Peaton, Director of Emergency
Management; Diane Rondolet, Code Enforcement Officer; Lee Milts, County Engineer (Mills
Engineering); Charlie & Vicki Perez; Ray & Jane Rauscher; Steve Gladin; Jim Catlin; Jim Mash,
VSO; Charlotte Pedersen, SHIP Administrator; Buddy Vickers; Marion Poitevint; Katherine
LaBarca; Bobby Shultz, GC Sheriff ; Virginia Johns, Hipp Construction Company; Richard &
Leslie Esseck; Stephanie Metts, Suwannee Valley Quilt Shoppe; Rosemary McDaniel; Pat
Watson, Executive Director GC Chamber of Commerce; Jean Wonser; Damon Leggett,
Property Appraiser; Lt. Edwin Jenkins, GCSO; Phil Bishop, NFPS; Don & Margaret Alexander;
David Lang, Jr., Attomey; Ray E. Thomas, Jr., Attomey; Lindsey Lander, Attomey; Janice
Rogers; Joseph Blitch; Brenda Flanagan, Preble-Rish, Inc.; Terry Hansen, FDEP; Jon Dinges,
SRWMD; Hugh Thomas, Fl. Dept. of Ag.; and Joe Lander.

Gα〃わ Oragr

Chairman Sharon A. Langford called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. County Administrator,
Bobby Crosby delivered the invocation and Chairman Langford led the pledge ofallegiance.

Agenda Changes

. Mr. Bobby Crosby, County Administrator, presented the following agenda change:

1. Addition: Road Department; Trim oak tree at the Courthouse
2. Addition: Road Department; Bid results for NW 55th Avenue
3. Addition: Fire/EMS; Compensation for those helping with Fire Chief Interviews
4. Addition: Parks/Recreation; Permission for Chair to sign grant for Log Landing
5. Addition: ForVets; Approval of Letter of Intent and permission for Chair to sigrr
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Motion made by Commbsioner D. Ray Harrison, In, seconded by Commissioner lohn
Thomas, lo appruve the Agenda as prcsented, with noted changes. Motion carried
unanimously.

Consent Asenda

Aoproval of Minutes

Regular Meeting ....... January 7, 2013

Budset Entries

BEl3-007, General Revenue, Fund 001 ....................... $17,000.00

Reouest for Pavment Aooroval

Mills Engineering Company
Invoice 201 2073, 12101 /2012 - l2l3l l20l2
Resurface Townsend Cemetery Road ................. ..........$2,797 .00

CRI (Carr, Riggs & Ingram) CPAs and Advisors
Professional services rendered
Progress Billing on 20012 Audit ........ $30,000.00

Motion made by Commissioner D. Ray Harrison, Jr., seconded by Commissioner Todd Gray,
lo approve the Consenl Agenda, as presented Molion carried unanimously.

Public Participation

o Steohanie Metts. Trenton's Suwannee Vallev Ouilt Festival. [nc.: Ms. Metts addressed
the Board with a presentation of Trenton's Suwannee Valley Quilt Festival. Inc. She
explained that what began as a display of several dozen quilts in Trenton's historic
railroad depot, by students at the Suwannee Valley Quilt Shoppe, has grown to an annual
event that is now Florida's largest outdoor quilt festival attracting approximately 5,000
visitors to the City of Trenton, in early March of each year. Trenton's Suwannee Valley
Quilt Festival, Inc. was incorporated as a Florida Nonprofit Corporation, effective
December 12,2012.

Ms. Mefts asked the Board to consider donating $500 to Trenton's Suwannee Valley
Quilt Festival, Inc., to help with the costs of the festival to be held on March 16, 2013.
Discussion took place.

Motion made by Commissioner D. Ray Harrison, Jr., seconded by Commissioner Kenrick
Thomas, to appruve a donation of $!!!) to Trenton's Suwannee Valley Quilt Festival, Inc., to
help wilh lhe costs of the quilt show which will take place on March 16, 2013, downtown
Trenton. Motion carried unanimowly.
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Co untv Administrator's Reoort

Mr. Bobby Crosby, County Administrator, presented the following documents, and./or addressed
the following issues:

Road Department

o Monthlv Lime Rock Report: Mr. Crosby presented the Monthly Limerock Report, for
the Boards information, as submitted by Mr. Billy Cannon, Road Department
Superintendent.

o Apoaloosa Trails: Mr. Crosby stated that he has sent a letter to Cox Family on January.
11,2013, in regard to Appaloosa Trails. He stated that he got a reply from the Cox
Family and has spoken with Ms. Patti Cox, and she stated that they are not going to pay
the taxes on the property so whoever is going to take possession ofthe property will have
to pay them. Discussion took place.

NO Board action was taken.

C o nst it utio na I Ofli c ers

o Damon Lesgett. Property Aporaiser: Mr. Leggett stated that since the last meeting he has
gotten some information together on the new seniors exemption; those who are now
qualified for senior exemption may not qualiff under lhe new senior exemption
guidelines (not meeting the 25 year homestead); worse case scenario will be around
$35.000-38.000, total, if everyone of them qualified. He stated that the other two (2)
amendments are pretty much cut & dry.

The Board needed to choose whether to opt inlout as soon as possible. Discussion took
place.

Motion made by Commissioner D. Ray Harrison, Jn, seconded by Commissioner Kenrick
Thomas, to direct the Counly Aflorney to dralt an ordinance adopting Amendment 11. Molion
carried unanimously.

Road Department

o Trim Oak Tree at Courthouse: Mr. Crosby requested permission, from the Board, to trim
the oak tree on the Boardroom lawn; this would be done by the Road Department and
coordinated with the court schedule. The Board agreed.

o Bid Summarv for NW 55s Avenue: Mr. Lee Mills, County Engineer (Mills Engineering
C.-p."y), pr"*rt"d tt* btd "r"-ary for NW 55fr evenie, Fin'ancial Prlject ID
#430733-l -58-01, as follows:
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APAC-Southeast Jacksonville, Florida
Anderson Columbia Co., Inc. Lake City, Florida
V.E. Whitehurst & Sons, Inc. Williston, Florida
John C. Hipp Construction Co. Alachua, Florida
iSqFt Software Cincinnati, Ohio

s311,994.26
$287,600.22
$269,3ss.22
$266,151.81

N/A

Mr. Mills stated that he has reviewed the bids and all appears to be in order for all the bidders
and the apparent lower bidder is John C. Hipp Construction Company, in the amount of
5266.151.81; the estimate for construction was $296.820.00, their bid falls within budget.

Mr. Mills asked the Board for their recommendation.

Discussion then took place on a County Road project previously performed by Hipp
Construction.

Molion made by Commissioner Todd Gray, seconded by Commissianer John Thomas, lo
appruve John C. Hipp Conslruction. Company as the apparent low bid, in the amount of
$2!!E!rlL for the award of Nll Slh Avenue. Discussion took place.

Mr. Mills asked that it be included in the motion that the Chairman is allowed to sign the
contIact.

Commissioner Gray amended his motion to include allowing the Chairman to sign the contract;
second concurred. Chairman Langford called for the vote... Molion carried unanimously.

Emergency Management

o Manaqement Exoerts Grant: Mr. Crosby requested permission for chair to sigrr the grant
funded contract with Management Experts, for EMS planning and training exercises.

Motion made by Commissioner Kenrick Thomas, seconded by Commissioner D. Ray
Harrison, Jn, to aulhorize the Chairman lo sign the Management Experts contracl Motion
carried unanimously.

Animal Control

o Travel Reouest: Mr. Crosby presented a request for ovemight travel (2 nights) for Tanya
and Ericka" Animal Control Officers, to attend the FACA conference in Orlando, at a cost
of $870.00, plus per diem; attendance is required to maintain certifications.

Molion nade by Commissioner D. Ray Harrbon, Jr., seconded by Commissioner John
Thomas, to approve travel rcquest lor Tanya and Ericka as presented Motion carried
unanimously.
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SHIP

r Request for SHIP Loan Subordination: Ms. Charlotte Pedersen, SHIP Administrator,
presented a request made by Brittany McElroy Spears to subordinate her existing SHIP
Loan to a new loan (to consolidate debt). Ms. Pedersen stated that it is the
recommendation of the Loan Review Committee to deny request; this request for
subordination (debt consolidation) is not within the guidelines set for the SHIP Program.

Motion made by Commissioner Kenrick Thomts, seconded by Commissioner Todd Gray to
DENY rlre request mtde by Brittany Spears for a SHIP Loan Subordination as recommended
by the SHIP Loan Review Commifree. Motion carried ananimoasly.

Nanowband

o Mr. Crosby updated the Board on the progress of the narrowbanding project. He stated
that they are finishing up the last of the necessities and should be finished by the end of
the week and that project will be completed.

Extension Office

o Travel Request: Mr. Crosby presented an out of County travel request for Marvin
Weaver, for 2 different trips: 1) Da1'tona Beach - State Emergency Training for ESF17
estimated cost $100.00; and 2) Citrus County - District Directors Meeting, estimated cost
$ 150.00.

Motion made by Commissioner Kenrick Thomas, seconded by Commissioner Todd Gray, to
approve Travel Requestfor Marvin lleaver, as presenled Motian carried unanimoasly.

IT

o Upsrade Intemet Service: Mr. Crosby stated that he brought this request back to this
meeting because the system has gone down again since last BOCC meeting. He
requested to move forward with the SVIC Agreement upgrading to a 10/10 service, at a
rate of$600.00 per month; request permission for Chairperson to sign service agreement.
Discussion took place.

Molion made by Commissioner Kenrick Thomas, seconded by Commissioner lohn Thomas, to
approee the SWC Agreement for upgrade to a 10/10 Semice, at a rate of $600/month; and to
allow the Chairman to sign Motion carried unanimously.

3:45 o.rn Time Certain

o Terrv Hansen. P.G.. Florida Department of Environmental Protection: Mr. Hansen with
the DEP Watershed Planning and Coordination Section, addressed the Board with a
presentation on the Basin Management Action Plans for the Suwannee River. He stated
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that he was present to inform the Board of the process, concept and terms of the Basin
Management Action Plan. No Board action needed; informational purposes only.

4:00 p.tn Time Certain

o Huqh Thomas. Department of Aericulture & Suwannee River Partnership: Mr. Thomas
was present on behalf of the local Soil & Water Conservation District here in Gilchrist
County as well as that ofthe Suwannee River Partnership. He came before the Board
today to request the Board's support for a second Conservation Technician. He stated

that their intent, through funding by the SRWMD and also the Florida Department of
Agriculture, is to create a second position which would be administered through Gilchrist
County. He explained that the new position would work just like the current position,
with NO cost to the County.

Ms. Jacki Johnson, Finance Director, explained how the budget process will work to
cover this position with no cost to the County. Discussion took place.

Motion made by Commissioner D. Ray Harrison, Jr., seconded by Commissioner Kenrick
Thomas, to appruve the request for a second Technician of Consemation Technician, a multi
coanty position through Soil & ll/ater Conservation. Molion carried unanimously.

Countv Administrator's Agenda Chanses

Fire/EMS

. Fire Chief Interviews: Mr. Crosby requested the Board's permission to be allowed to
compensate those helping with Fire Chief Interviews by treating to lunch; this is not
standard procedure so he wanted the Board's approval.

The Board had no problem with Mr. Crosby compensating those helping with Fire Chief
Interviews; costs will be out of the Fire Budget.

Parks/Recreation

o Grant for Loe Landine: Mr. Crosby stated that the gant for Log Landing has been
received and request permission for Chairman to sign.

Motion made by Commksioner D. Ray Harrison, Ir., seconded by Commissioner Kenrick
Thomas, to aulhorize the Chairnan lo sign lhe Log Landing grant Motion carried
unanimously.

ForVets

o Letter of Intent: Mr. Crosby presented the Letter of Intent between the County, Forvets
and SRWMD and requested permission for Chairman to sigr, in order for the letter to
move forward for further consideration and execution.
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Motion made by Commissioner Todd Gray, seconded by Commbsioner John Thomas' to
authorize the Chairman lo sign Letter of Intenl Motion carried unanimously.

1:15 o.m- Time Certain

o Scott Koons: NCFRPC Reeional Visioning Process: Mr. Koons, Executive Director of
the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council, was present to discuss the Regional
Visioning Process that they are initiating. He updated the Board on the background and
organization ofthe NCPRPC with a power point presentation.

Mr. Koons moved on with discussion on the Regional Visioning Process and the request

for funds, in the amount $2500, to assist with Regional Visioning Process. Discussion
took place.

Several concemed citizens expressed their view on the services of the NCFRPC and the
requested funds above that of the membership fee that is paid by the County. Discussion
continued.

Motion made by Commhsioner Kenrick Thomas, seconded by Commissioner D. Ray
Harrison, Jr., to approve the requesl of $250!. to asskt the NCFRPC with the Regional
Visioning Process. Motion canied with a vorc of 3-2; Chairnan Langlford and Commhsioner
John Thomas voted NO.

4:30 o.m. Time Cerlain

r RFO oresentation for Leqal Services: At this time, the Board heard presentations from
those who submitted RFQ's for the position of County Attomey.

Attomeys Mr. David M. Lang, Jr., Mr. Lindsey Lander, and Mr. Ray E. Thomas, Jr., all
addressed the Board at their scheduled time and presented their qualifications and reasons

why they should be chosen for the position of Gilchrist County Attomey.

Commissioner John Rance Thomas stepped down from hearing the presentation due to
the fact that his brother was one of the attomeys; and he abstained from voting. (Form 8B
will be incorporated with official minute records)

Upon completion of the presentations, each Commissioner marked score cards on each of
the presentations that were heard. The score cards were then calculated by the Clerk and

County Attomey. After calculating the score cards, Mr. David M. Lang, Jr. was scored

with the highest marks. Discussion took place.

Motion made by Commbsioner Todd Gray, seconded by Commissioner Kenrick Thomas, lo
move lorward with the negotiation wilh Mn David "Duke" M. Lang, In, for lhe posilion of
County Attorne!; ond lhe commillee of Clerk, CounE Adminislrator and Allornqt to negotiate
a Contract ol Employment and Authorily lo Represent and bring back a recommendalion.
Mot io n ca rried unan imo us ly.
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5:30 p.m- Time Certain

o WORKSHOPI Code Enforcement Procedures: The Board was previously given
information on the Code Enforcement procedures enforced by the County, for their
review. After review of the procedures and the experiences of the procedures enforced
by the Code Enforcement Officer the Board finds that the Code Enforcement Officer's
procedures and reports stand as they are; no modifications.

The Board and Mr. Crosby commend Ms. Diane Rondolet, Code Enforcement OfIicer, on a
job well done.

Atlornev's Report

Mr. John K. McPherson, County Attorney, presented the following documents, and/or addressed

the following issues:

Constitutional Amendments

Mr. McPherson presented the following information as follow up on the discussion of the
constitutional amendments at the last meeting (this was also discussed earlier at the meeting
while Damon Leggett, Property Appraiser, was present:

--A summary of the three constitutional amendments that passed and that affect ad

valorem exemptions. As stated in the attached summary, two of the amendments,2 and

9, are self-executing and make the changes to the ad valorem exemptions without any
action by the County. Amendment 11, affecting the additional homestead exemption for
seniors, is not self-executing and thus requires an ordinance to go into effect in Gilchrist
Courty.

-Chapter 2012-57, Laws of Florida, showing the amendments to Section 197.075,
Florida Statutes. The purpose of these amendments is to implement Amendment 1 1.

-Ordinance 2008-03 which is the ordinance passed by Gilchrist County authorizing the

original exemption for seniors in Gilchrist County, which is:

$25,000 for any person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains
thereon the permanent residence of the owner, who has attained age 65, and whose
household income does not exceed $25,000 (as adjusted over time).

The new exemption that the County may pass under Amendment 11, is as follows:

The amount of the assessed value of the property for any person who has the legal or
equitable title to real estate with a just value less than $250,000 and has maintained
thereon the permanent residence of the owner for at least 25 years, who has attained age

65, and whose household income does not exceed $20,000 (as adjusted over time).
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This would be in addition to the original exemption, and must be passed by a super-
majority (majority plus I ).

Code Enforcement Workshop

Mr. McPherson presented the following background information for the Code Enforcement
Workshop scheduled for 5:30 p.m. during this meeting:

--Sections 2-201 through 2-206, from the Gilchrist County Code, establishing the code
enforcement program for the County.

-Section 162.06, Florida Statutes, setting forth the enforcement procedures to be
followed by the code enforcement officer.

Clerk's Report

Mr. Todd Newton, Clerk of Court, presented the following documents, and./or addressed the
following issues:

Resolution 2013-06. Tax Collector's Office: Mr. Newton presented Resolution 2013-06, which
affirms that Barbara Merritt, Tax Collector, will submit to the Board of County Commissioners
projected revenues and expenses as required by Section 195.087 Florido Statutes annually for
their approval beginning with the 201212013 fiscal year. He read the resolution for the record
with the short title as follows:

RESOLUTION 2013-06

A RESOLUTION OF THE GILCHRIST COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONER AND THE GILCHRIST COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR'S OFFICE

Molion made by Commissioner D. Roy Harrison, Jr., seconded by Commhsioners John
Thomas, to approve Resolution 2013-06. Motion carried unanimously.

Request from the Gilchrist Countv Chamber of Commerce: Mr. Newton stated that this request
was satisfied earlier during Public Participation.

Commissioners Reports

Commissioner D. Ray Harrison. Jr

o Commissioner Harrison asked that a feasibility study is done on the property at Hart
Springs. Discussion took place.

Motion made by Commbsioner D. Ray Harrison, Jr., seconded by Commissioner Todd Gray,

for the cost of a feasibility study to be determined for the addition of the river houses to the
seutage trearment syslem a, Hart Springs. Motion carried unanimously.
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Chairman Commissioner Sharon A. Laneford

o Chairman Langford addressed the issue of the mid-month meeting falling on the holiday
President's Day. Discussion took place.

It was recommended to move the mid-month meeting in February to Thursday,
February 21't, at 4:00 p.m.

Motion made by Commissioner John Thonas seconded by Commissioner Todd Gray to move
rhe mid-month meeting scheduled lor Monday, February l/h lo Thursday, February 2l't, at
4:00 p.m- Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business: None noted.

New B usiness: None noted.

Public Participation

o Ms. Virginia Johns, representing John C. Hipp Construction, addressed the Board. She

stated that due to past experiences with the County, Hipp Construction hopes to work
with the County leaving all past experiences in the past and that they will be able to work
with the County and Staff without animosity. She hopes that this project will be one like
those in the past, with no problems, and will do their best to give the County a goodjob.

Adiourn

With there being no further business... a Molion was made by Commissioner Kenrick Thomas,
seconded by Commissioner John Thomas, to adjourn. Motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Langford adjoumed the meeting at 6:43 p.m.

Todd Newton, Clerk of Court

Board of Counly Commissionen
Gilchrbt County, Florida

Approved:

Sharon A. Langlford, Chairman

/rrasrr
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